
NBN 6 Meeting!
November 10, 2014!
5:30 - 7 pm!!
Olmsted Lodge, 171 Reservoir Avenue!!
Facilitator: Lisa Reagan!!
Refreshments: South Wedge Planning Committee!!
1) Crime Prevention Report - Officer Michelle Velez!!
October monthly crime report:!
-No violent crime in the area in October!
-9 burglaries!
-80 larcenies, 50 of which were on the UR campus!
-1 motor vehicle theft!!
Captain Cuyler is taking over in the Goodman section, 25 year career working all over the city 
including this section, so he's very familiar with the area.!!
2) RTS Bus Routes - Mark Ballerstein, Dir of Engineering & Facilities Management!!
A Significant number of bus stops are being eliminated as a result of "bus stop optimization" 
effort by RTA. The overall goals are to shorten rides, lower emissions & reduce maintenance 
costs. National studies show 4-7 stops per mile is the balance between convenience of 
locations; Rochester has up to 16 stops per mile. A study was conducted including an inventory 
of all RTA's 3,400 stops. Established a goal of reducing number of stops to 7 stops per mile in 
the city and 5 stops per mile outside of the city. The result was a plan to that includes about 25% 
reduction in stops (=472 stops eliminated in the City). RTA solicited input on the Plan through 
public meetings held in September. We're currently incorporating the public input and will be 
rolling out the changes over the course of the next year. A map of all the specific stops are 
available on the RTS website:  www.myrts.com!!
Questions (Q) & Answers(A) / Comments (C) & Replies (R):!!
Q:  Concerned about a couple of the stops on South Ave (Hickory, Averill); can we still give 
input?!
A:  Yes, but get your comments in as quickly as you can because we will be starting to 
implement changes with new signs soon. But we're still willing to make changes depending on 
the circumstance (e.g. specific disabled needs).!!
C:  Bus route from Wegmans to Strong was discontinued, I assume because of lack of ridership. 
Seemed like a promising idea and it was discontinued fairly quickly before it might have taken 
root.!
R:  We have to look at the cost very closely and if there isn't ridership to support a route, we 
can't let it go for long!!
Q:  Did you take into consideration the proximity of stops to low income housing?!



A:  Yes, it was a factor that was considered!!
C:  The stop on Averill & South is a new bike boulevard, may make sense to keep that one.!!
C:  Mobility and language barriers might preclude people from getting to the public meetings or 
using the website for information, should keep that in mind with communications!!
C:  There's a new refugee program at Greek Orthodox on Linden & South (which is slated for 
elimination), so may not be good idea to eliminate that stop; there  Highland Market is also 
going in there.!!
3) Highland Market Update - Peter Siegrist, Senior Planner!!
Spoke with the owner last week and construction is going slowly with some setbacks, but he's 
very committed it. Does not have a construction schedule and therefore no opening date. With 
winter coming, it will make progress tough. And once external construction is done, he'll still 
need 45 days to do interior work before opening.!!
C:  I'm in the construction business and I've seen a dozen violations, fencing is against code, 
the way he's building is against code, scaffolding is against code, no  hard hats are being worn 
on site, I'm concerned about the structural soundness of it, shocked he can get away with it. We 
on Linden Street are very, very concerned. Have reported my concerns to Peter Saxe.!
R:  Peter will take this information back and check with code enforcement, make sure the site is 
inspected!!
C:  We are frustrated because the shoddiness that we thought we would get, we are getting. It's 
indicative of the way he handled that building/property for 25 years and why we were so hesitant 
to support this project.!!
Q:  Who is the point person to take concerns?!
A:  Nancy can field concerns and will pass them on to the code inspector supervisors!!
4) RG&E Substation - Terry Lattimore!!
RG&E is building a new substation on Mount Hope Avenue (corner of Hamilton).!
Renderings of the exterior design are complete (RG&E worked with SWPC on developing it). 
We are currently working on interior design. Construction of the building is slated to be in March 
2016-Dec 2016.!!
C:  Neighbors have been concerned about the upkeep of the property, which is one of the 
reasons we asked you to come tonight!
R:  We have just recently contracted with a maintenance crew that will be upkeeping the 
property until we begin construction; we have not done that well in the past, but we will be 
diligent going forward.!!
Q:  Will this increase electrical capacity in the area?!
A:  Yes, it will for this southeast area as well as downtown!!
Q:  Are outputs underground?!



A:  Yes, it's all underground and any equipment will be inside the substation!!
Q:  What noise control measures are you taking?!
A:  They will be low noise transformers and we'll be well within code for noise levels!!
Q:  Are you going to keep all the equipment on the property during construction?!
A:  Yes!!
5) Highland Hospital Update - Barbara Ficcara!!
We were here last month presenting the designs and got some great input from you. We'll be 
back in December to show updated designs that incorporate some of the concerns and priorities 
expressed by this group at the last meeting. We're happy to take additional feedback now.!!
Q:  Can you circulate the designs ahead of the December meeting to this group?!
A: Yes, as long as it's okay with the neighborhood since we've committed to letting them know 
first (Mike Thompson of the Highland Park neighborhood indicated that would be okay)!!
Q:  If the expansion will be built on land that's currently used for parking, what's your plan for 
making up for those parking spaces?!
A:  We'll be re-striping to ensure we have the same number of parking spots!!
Q:  Can you try not to use Mt. Vernon for trucks and staging during the construction? We're 
concerned about safety and traffic blocking, which is happening now with the roofing project. 
Would like to see the hospital act as a "neighbor" and take responsiblity by calling 3-1-1 rather 
than relying on neighbors to report parking violations!
A: We'll continue the effort to minimize the use of public streets whenever we can; if you can let 
us know as it's happening so we can intervene, that would be helpful.!!
C:  Suggest having security out there patrolling so they can see and report some of these 
violations and accidents waiting to happen.!
R:  That's a good suggestion!!
Do you have local labor requirements and open bid processes?!
A: No!!
6) Neighborhood Service Center and Police Reorganization - Nancy Johns-Price!!
RPD police re-organization has been planned in order to return to community policing, which we 
all agree is a good thing. Decisions were made based on calls for service and resulted in a new 
5-section model (SE, SW, NE, NW & Center City). In order to align with the new RPD model, 
there will changes to how the Neighborhood Service Center service the NBN6 area. Some of 
this area will go with Center City, some will stay with Southwest, and some will stay with 
Southeast section. A map of the new boundaries will be forthcoming. For those going to another 
section, it means you will have different Captain, Crime Prevention Officers and NSC 
Administrators. We will try to begin the transition around January and introduce some of you to 
the new players before the re-organization takes effect on March 30th, 2015.!!



There will be a meeting on Mon, Nov 24, 6pm @ Ryan Community Center on the RPD re-
organization for the southeast and you're encouraged to go give input and ask questions.!!
C:  Request that you emphasize the need for clear information that's accessible to the public 
(e.g. on the City's website, mailings) so people know where they need to call for different needs.!!
Q:  Can we continue to get crime stats and information for the NBN6 area?!
A:  Joan was told by Lieutenant Simmons that yes, we could still get crime data for PSA 32, 
which encompasses all of Sector 6!
_____________!!
Announcements:!!
-There will be a Traffic Calming mtg on Wed Dec 3 @ 6:30 at Calvary St. Andrews!!
-There will be a meeting on Thurs Dec 4 @ Highland Hospital with the Highland Park 
neighborhood group to discuss ongoing quality of life issues (not the expansion project).!!
-Calvary St. Andrews is having a redediction Sun Dec 7, 2-5pm with christmas carols, a bake-off 
and tours of the building. All are welcome!!!
-On Fri Dec 5, there will be an all day fundraiser to benefit the Highland Branch library at 
Pittsford Barnes & Noble. All purchases (including online) will benefit the Highland branch 
library.


