
NBN Sector 6 Meeting Notes 10/20/14 
 
Facilitator:  Joan Lindberg 
Refreshments:  Highland Hospital 
 
1. Introductions 
 
2. Cornell Cooperative Extension - Larry Staub (Monroe County Parks Dept.) & Susan Maney 
(Cornell Cooperative Extension) 
 
-Land was donated to CCE by the County back when it first located here with the condition that it 
would be returned to the County should it no longer occupy the land 
-Cost of renovating the space is cost prohibitive for CCE, which is struggling to maintain the 
building 
-CCE has shrunk substantially over the years as its programs have regionalized and it now 
occupies only 1/5 of the building; needs new roof, windows, other updates that the organization 
can't afford to make 
-After much soul searching, its been decided that CCE will move to a new facility in Seneca Park 
that will maintain CCE's agricultural roots, and it's right-sized for current size of the org 
-The land will come back to the County and become part of Highland Park South; plans are to 
demolish the building 
-The County begin work on a Highland Park South Master Plan to study possible uses of the new 
land that complement the history of the park and respect the neighbors 
 
Q: When exactly will CCE be moving? 
A: Hoping to be operational in the new space by Jan 12, 2015 
 
A: When will the County be demolishing the building? 
Q: Hoping to secure funding in January and will put the project out for bids right away 
 
Q: Any chance you could deconstruct it and re-use some parts of the building? 
A: We hope the contractor will re-use as many of the building materials as possible 
 
Q: When will you start work on HP South Master Plan? 
A: That will likely take most of 2015 
 
Q: Any concern that CCE not being so centrally located? 
A: We are still going to be very close to the City and we'll be on a central bus line, don't foresee a 
problem being accessible to the public 
 
3. Highland Hospital Expansion 
 
a. Intro & Process 
 
Background: 
-Highland's purchase 27 Bellevue that spurred discussion and consternation in the neighborhood 
-Defend Urban Neighborhoods campaign ensued, urging the Hospital not to encroach into the 
neighborhood 
-There have been many neighbors involved in dialogue with the Hospital 
-As a result of those discussions, the Hospital put 27 Bellevue up for sale and committed to 
staying in its current footprint 
-There will be plenty of time for questions following the presentation 
 
b. Presentation - Barb Ficarra, Mary Ockenden, Mike Zanghi, Colleen McCarthy 
 
-Hospital is undersized, doesn't have state of the art operating rooms, the industry standard is 



private rooms, lacking 50,000-120,000 sq ft according to a study 
-Expansion project allows the hospital to meet 4 of its 6 strategic priorities:  1) modern operating 
rooms, 2) more private rooms, 3) dedicated observation unit and 4) efficiencies in operations & 
staffing (e.g. more storage space) 
-Location of addition will be off Mt. Vernon Ave. near the south parking lot, chosen partly because 
it will be least impactful to the neighborhood 
-The Hospital will develop a long range plan for the rest of the campus 
-The number of beds will remain the same, this is a modernization program 
-The building design approach will be to blend in with current building 
-Landscaping will present the best view possible from the neighborhood/public view 
-Timeline is for planning, design, zoning (variance is required) & bidding from now through May 
2015, construction would begin in June 2015, and completion in fall 2016 
-Answer to anticipated neighborhood priorities: 
  --Plan allows Hospital to retain existing campus footprint 
  --Parking management - the Hospital has begun a parking study and the potential impact of this 
project, although if anything parkings spaces will be added 
  --The Hospital plans to address construction noise as well as ongoing noise from "Mechanical 
Penthouse" that will be part of the addition 
  --The Hospital will work collaboratively with neighborhood on the Plan Development (PD) Zoning 
process 
 
c. Q&A 
 
Q: How will this impact the number of patients you can field during the renovation 
A: We don't foresee an impact 
 
Q: Aren't you really adding 26 beds? 
A: No, the new observation unit beds will be offset by the conversion of shared rooms to private 
rooms 
 
Q: This was supposed to be a 2 floor addition that's now three; can you not create an 
underground floor and put the mechanics in that space? 
A: It was deemed by our designers to be unsafe to put mechanicals underground given the 
sewage situation 
 
Q: How tall is the building? Its right in my backyard and I'm concerned about view obstruction. 
A: If you want to send us a photo, we can drop in the rendering to show you what it would look 
like 
 
Q: Do you have the budget to purchase quiet equipment for the "mechanical penthouse"? 
A: Yes, and it's also an enclosed mechanical area; also, newer equipment is quieter than they 
used to be; we are committed to limiting the noise 
 
Q: The 3rd story "mechanical greenhouse" is a surprise addition to the project 
A: Yes, but it's still lower than the existing building 
 
Q: Are there plans for a traffic study? That may have an impact on your goal to provide more 
efficient service delivery (e.g. it may take people more time to make their way to areas of the 
Hospital) 
A: Point well taken and we'll be looking at it 
 
Q: Are you making an effort to re-direct traffic to main arterials and not through the neighborhood 
during the construction? 
A: Yes, we'll be discussing with our contractors as we get closer to construction phase 
 
Q: What will you do when you tell the construction company not to drive their trucks certain routes 



through the neighborhood and then they do it anyway? 
A: We will give you the contractor & project manager's cell phones & pager numbers so you can 
report it to them and neighbors can help police it 
 
Q: Will ambulances be dropping off at the new entrance? 
A: No, only medical transport vehicles without sirens, and that traffic is already there today so it 
won't be an increase 
 
Comment: 
-Neighbors need to pay close attention to the zoning hearings, because once there's a variance 
issued, it becomes permanent 
 
Other topics mentioned by Hospital staff during Q&A: 
-27 Bellevue is still on the market 
-The roof repair that's underway will be finished soon 
 
4. Highland Hospital Sewer Update 
 
-Monroe County Pure Waters is responsible for the sewers in the neighborhood (not Highland 
Hospital) 
-The Hospital is working with Passero Engineers to help resolve the issues it's experienced 
-There was serious flooding of basement-level Operating Room on 7/8/13 
-Temporary pumps were installed 
-Passero Engineers conducted drainage study to help resolve whatever happened; run-off from 
the roof was identified as the culprit 
-The Hospital wants to be sure any solutions don't cause problems in the rest of the 
neighborhood, and MC Pure Waters will scrutinize any plans to make sure the Hospital plans 
don't have an adverse effect 
 
Q: Any impact on Oakland St.? 
A: No, the plan involves only South Ave, Rockingham & Mt. Vernon 
 
Q: Since you're contributing to the water runoff, would you take responsibility for storm drains are 
cleaned in the areas around your campus as part of your maintenance program? 
A: That's something we can consider 
 
Q: Are you aware of the sewer work that went on for months on South Avenue? 
A: Yes, that was a result of our request to have them look at increased outflow capacity from our 
campus 
 
5. Crime Prevention & NSC Reports 
 
-Lt. Frank Alberti gave a crime report 
-Only one notable case in Sept when there were 2 separate incidents of shots fired at 439 South 
Ave mini-mart cashier; obviously this person was being targeted and there was an arrest made 
-Car larcenies numbers are a little high, most a result of unlocked doors or windows down, so 
remember to be smart 
-15 burglaries in the area in Sept; many involved unlocked doors and windows and often the 
burglar sees a laptop or tablet or other valuable out in plain view, so again, a little crime 
prevention goes a long way 
 
Q: Reports of numerous accidents on Goodman St. near S. Clinton - what can we do? 
A: Speed trailer should help and can be requested for your area; they help us track speed and 
evidence so we can notify traffic enforcement to give it special attention 
 
Q: Yield to pedestrian signs on Goodman are gone - can we get it back? 



A: Two radar trailers have been approved as part of the VOC traffic calming initiative, and Nancy 
working to get them up soon 
 
Reconnect Rochester is working on advocacy for safer streets, so if you have ideas for how we 
can help change the culture (e.g. stopping for pedestrians), please contact the group 
atwww.reconnectrochester.org. 
	  


